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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-39 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ogasawara 
US Patent 6.512,919 B2 in view of Colavin EP 0905953 A2. 

4. As per claims 1,9, 17 and 23, Ogasawara teaches a method comprising: 
scanning one or more product barcodes [column 14, lines 5-13, column 5, lines 30-40 

and column 7, lines 13-22]; 

and transmitting / receiving, via a communications device (i.e., wireless telephone), the 
one or more scanned barcodes to a transaction server computer, such that the transaction 
computer processes the one or more barcodes in accordance with a barcode processing 
instruction [column 7, lines 34-39, column 10, lines 42-49, column 11, lines 37-45 and column 
20, lines 10-18]. 

Ogasawara further teaches transmitting the product barcodes via a wireless telephone. It 
is also old and well known in the art that wireless telephone communication uses audio tones for 
data transmission and reception (for example DTMF tones). Ogasawara further teaches 
communication audio data between a wireless device and the server computer using 
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microphone and speaker [see column 11, lines 36-44]. Ogasawara is silent on converting the 
product barcodes into audio tones and transmitting scanned barcodes as audio tones. 

Colavin teaches a method of converting barcodes into audio tones and transmitting the 
audio tones to a device over a network. Both Ogasawara and Colavin use a wireless 
communication device to transmit barcode information over a network [column 5, lines 11-28]. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to employ the teachings of Colavin within the system of Ogasawara in order to easily 
and quickly transmit barcodes over a network. Ogasawara could have been modified by Colavin 
by transmitting scanned barcodes that are transmitted form a wireless telephone to a server 
computer as taught by Ogasawara above and transmitting the barcode information as audio 
tones as taught by Colavin. 

5. As per claims 29, 33 and 37-39, Ogasawara teaches an apparatus, comprising: 

a processor having circuitry to execute instructions [figure 2, unit 38]; 

a communications interface coupled to the processor, the communications interface to 
receive audio barcode signal and to transmit received audio barcode signals to a transaction 
server computer [see for example figure 3, units 20, 100, 104, 110 and 102]; 

a scanning device to scan product barcodes and provide scanned product barcodes to 
the processor [figure 3, unit 20]; and 

a storage device coupled to the processor, having sequences of instructions stored 
therein, which when executed by the processor cause the processor to: scan one or more 
product barcodes, and transmit, via a communications device, the one or more scanned 
barcodes to a transaction server computer, such that the transaction computer processes the 
one or more barcodes in accordance with one or more barcode processing instruction [column 
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7, lines 34-39, column 10, lines 42-49, column 11, lines 37-45 and column 20, lines 10-18]. 
Ogasawara further teaches transmitting the product barcodes via a wireless telephone. It is also 
old and well known in the art that wireless telephone communication uses audio tones for data 
transmission and reception (for example DTMF tones). Ogasawara further teaches 
communication audio data between a wireless device and the server computer using 
microphone and speaker [see column 11. lines 36-44]. Ogasawara is silent on converting the 
product barcodes into audio tones and transmitting scanned barcodes as audio tones. 

Colavin teaches a method of converting barcodes into audio tones and transmitting the 
audio tones to a device over a network [column 5, lines 1 1-28]. Both Ogasawara and Colavin 
use a wireless communication device to transmit barcode information over a network. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
employ the teachings of Colavin within the system of Ogasawara in order to easily and quickly 
transmit barcodes over a network. Ogasawara could have been modified by Colavin by 
transmitting scanned barcodes that are transmitted form a wireless telephone to a server 
computer as taught by Ogasawara above and transmitting the barcode information as audio 
tones as taught by Colavin. 

6. As per claims 2, 3, 10, 11, 18, 19, 24, 25, 30, 34 and 35, Ogasawara further teaches the 
method further comprising: transmitting a connection request to the transaction server 
computer, including verification information; and when verified, receiving a connection request 
acknowledgment from the transaction server computer [column 6, lines 13-31]. 

7. As per claims 4, 12 and 31, Ogasawara further teaches the method wherein scanning 
product barcodes further comprises: scanning a product barcode, when a read mode is 
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detected, storing the scanned product barcode, and repeating the scanning and storing until a 
transmit mode is detected [column 7, lines 13-22 and column 19 lines 45-59]. 

8. As per claims 5, 13, 20, 26, 32 and 36, Colavin further teaches converting the barcodes 
further comprises: selecting a stored optical barcode signal from the one or more scanned 
product barcodes, converting the optical barcode signal into an audio barcode signal to enable 
transmission via a voice communications device; and repeating the selecting and converting 
for each stored optical barcode signal [column 5, lines 1 1-28]. 

9. As per claims 6 and 14, Ogasawara further teaches the method further comprising: 
selecting a barcode processing instruction, and transmitting the selected barcode processing 
instruction to the transaction server computer [column 7, lines 34-39, column 10, lines 42-49, 
column 11, lines 37-45 and column 20, lines 10-18]. 

10. As per claims 7, 8, 15, 16, 21, 22, 27 and 28, Ogasawara further teaches the method 
further comprising further comprising: when the barcode processing instruction is a product 
purchase instruction, receiving product availability information, including one of a product price, 
a product source and one or more product delivery options and when the product is desired 
according to the received product availability information, providing a product purchase 
acknowledgement to the transaction server computer [column 6, lines 42-57]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO Form 892. 



Application/Control Number: 10/043,673 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2135 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Beemnet W. Dada whose telephone number is (571) 272-3847. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (9:00 am - 5:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on (571) 272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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